RSNA Consensus Statement on COVID-19

Proposed Reporting Language for CT Findings Related to COVID-19

Routine screening CT for diagnesis or exclusion of COVID-18 is currently not recommended by most
professional organizations or the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

COVID=19
pneumonia
imaging
classlfication

Rationale (611}

CT Findings*

Suggested Reporting Language

Typical Commonly Peripheral, hilateral , GGO* with or "Commonly reported imaging features of
appearance reportad Imaging | without consolidation or visibla intralobular {COVID-18) pneumonia are presant.
features of lines ("crazy-paving”) Other processes such as influenza
greater specificity prneumcnia and organizing pregmaonia,
for COYVID-18 Multifocal GGO of rounded morphology with | as can ba seen with drug toxicity and
praumaenia. or without cansolidation or visible intralobular | conneciive lissue disease, can cause a
lines {*crazy-paving”) similar imaging pattemn.” [Cov19Typ]*
Reverse halo sign or other findings of
organizimg pneumonia {seen later in the
diseass)
Indetarminate Monspecific Absence of typlcal featuras AND "Imaging features can be seen with
appearance imaging features {COVID-19) pneumaenia, though are
of COVID-19 Presence of: nonspecific and can occur with a variety
prneurmaonia. Multifocal, diffuse, pedhilar, or unllateral af infecticus and noninfectious

GGO with or without consolidation lacking a
specific distribution and are non-rounded or
non-parphaeral.

Few very small GGO with a non-rounded
and non-peripheral distibution

prucesses.” [CoviBind]®

Atypical Uncommonly or | Absence of typical or indeterminate “Imaging lealures are atypical o
appearance not reported features AND uncommonly reperted for (COVID-19)
features of pneumcnia. Altemative diagnoses should
COVID-14 Presence of: ba considerad.” [Covl SAty]*
pneumonia. Isolated lobar or segmental consolidation
without GGO
Discrete small nodules (centrilabular, “iree-
in-bud")
Lung cavitation
Smooth interdobular septal thickening with
pleural effusion
Megative for Mo features of Mo CT features to suggest pneumenia. "Mo CT findings present to indicate
pneumonia pneumania pneumcnia. (Mate: CT may be negative
in the early stages of COVID-14.)
[Cow1BNeg]"
Motes:

1. Inclusion in a report of items noted in parenthesis in the Suggested Reporting Language column may
depend upan clinical suspicion, local prevalence, patient status as a PUI, and local pracedures
regarding reporting.

2. CT is not a substitute for RT-PCR, consider testing according to local recommendations and
procedures for and availability of RT-PCR

*Please see (36) for specific definitions of CT findings
*GGO = ground glass opacity.
*Suggested coding for future data mining

Takle 1: Proposed reporting kanguage for CT findings related to COVID-19, including rationale,
CT findings and suggested reporting language for each category. Suggested reporting
language includes coding of CT findings for data mining. Associated CT findings for each
category are based upon available literature at the time of writing in March 2020, noting the
retrospective nature of many reports, including biases related to patient selection in cohort
studies, examination timing, and other potential confounders.
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